
 
 
 
 
 
TO: Chairman and Members 
 Park Authority Board 
 
VIA: Michael A. Kane, Director 
 
FROM: Miriam Morrison 
 Chief Financial Officer 
 
DATE: February 15, 2006 
 
 
 

Agenda 
Administration and Management Committee 

Wednesday, February 22, 2006 – 5:45 p.m.  
Board Room – Herrity Building 

Chairman:  Edward R. Batten, Sr. 
 

 
1. Authorization to Conduct a Public Hearing – Fairfax County Park Authority and Northern 

Virginia Regional Park Authority Police Regulations – Action* 
 
 
 
*Enclosures 
 
cc: Timothy K. White 
 Leadership Team 



Board Agenda Item 
March 8, 2006 
 
 
ACTION -  
 
 
Authorization to Conduct a Public Hearing on the Proposed Revisions to the Park Authority 
Regulations Jointly with the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority (Countywide) 
 
 
ISSUE: 
Authorization to conduct a public hearing on the Proposed Revisions to the Park Authority 
Regulations jointly with the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority on Tuesday, April 11, 
2006.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
The Park Authority Director recommends the Park Authority Board authorize a public 
hearing to be held jointly with the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority on the 
proposed revisions to the Park Authority Regulations. 
 
 
TIMING: 
Board action is requested on March 8, 2006 in order to provide the required time for public 
notice of the hearing. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Park Authorities Act, Chapter 57 of the Virginia State Code (attachment 1), enables 
the Fairfax County Park Authority the ability to adopt rules and regulations concerning the 
use of properties under its control (§15.2-5704.17).  In order that public property be 
protected, safety and enjoyment of all park visitors assured, and consistent policy and 
enforcement for our shared constituency executed, the Fairfax County Park Authority, along 
with the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority, adopted Police Regulations, Rules and 
Permits on August 25, 1980. 
 
In May 2001, staff established a multi-agency workgroup to revise the original document.  
The regulations were updated to coincide with Virginia and County Code, and were 
adopted by the Park Authority Board on October 23, 2002 (attachment 2).   
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In December, 2005 staff from the County Attorney’s Office, Fairfax County Police 
Department, Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority, and Fairfax County Park Authority 
convened to review the existing Police Regulations, and to determine what changes were 
warranted at this time.  Of particular importance was the need to ensure the Regulations 
coincide with current Virginia and County Code.   
 
It is recommended that the following four sections of the Park Authority Regulations be 
updated at this time: 
 

§1.04 - Dangerous Devices  
§1.05 - Domestic Animals  
§1.07 - Fishing 
§1.16 - Public Gathering 

 
The proposed revisions to each of the sections of the Park Authority Regulations are 
included as attachments 3 – 6. 
 
Approval of the proposed Park Authority Regulations must follow the procedures required 
for the adoption of general County ordinances as set forth in §15.2-1427 (attachment 7).  It 
is therefore recommended that a joint public hearing be held with the Northern Virginia 
Regional Park Authority on Tuesday, April 11, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. at Oakton High School. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None.   
 
 
ENCLOSED DOCUMENTS: 
Attachment 1:  Code of Virginia  §5.2-5704, Powers of Authority 
Attachment 2:  Current Park Authority Regulations, Adopted on October 23, 2002 
Attachment 3:  Proposed Revised Park Authority Regulations, §1.04 - Dangerous  
     Devices  
Attachment 4:  Proposed Revised Park Authority Regulations, §1.05 - Domestic Animals  
Attachment 5:  Proposed Revised Park Authority Regulations, §1.07 – Fishing 
Attachment 6:  Proposed Revised Park Authority Regulations, §1.16 - Public Gathering 
Attachment 7:  Code of Virginia §15.2-1427, Adoption of Ordinances 
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STAFF: 
Michael A. Kane, Director 
Timothy K. White, Chief Operating Officer 
Elisa Lueck, Manager, Strategic Initiatives and Policy Development 
 





















§1.04 Dangerous Devices  
 
A.     Guns, Bows and Arrows, etc. [Reserved.]*  
 
*[Firearms, other guns, bows and arrows and other projectile devices, continue to be regulated by 
subsection A of Section 6 of the Park Authority’s Police Regulations, Rules and Permits that were 
adopted on August 25,1980. For the public’s convenience, Subsection A of Section 6 of those 
regulations reads as follows:  
 
"No person, other than a police officer, shall possess in the park a firearm or other gun, unless it 
is dismantled or contained within a closed case, or a slingshot, bow and arrow, dart device, or 
other device designed for high-speed missile projection, except in areas specially designated and 
posted by the Park Authority as areas in which one or more of these devices are permitted for 
recreational purposes." 
 
Projectiles.  No person shall operate in a park any device or undertake any activity which will 
cause a projectile to be loosed or propelled which could injure a person or animal or damage 
property unless the person is operating the device or engaging in the activity in accordance with 
established park practices as part of a Park Authority managed or permitted activity. Activities 
and devices restricted under this provision include, but are not limited to, the hitting of golf balls, 
and the operation of a bow and arrow, crossbow, taser, spear, slingshot, dart device, or other 
device designed for high-speed missile projection. 
 
B.     Knives. No person shall possess a knife with a blade more than four (4) inches in length 
within a park except for the purpose of food preparation.  
 
C.     Fireworks. No person shall possess or discharge fireworks in a park without the express 
written permission of the Park Authority.  
 
D.      Limitation on Prohibition Against Possession of Concealed Handguns. Nothing in these 
regulations or in any regulations previously adopted by the Park Authority and still in effect shall 
prohibit the possession in a park of a concealed handgun by active and retired police officers and 
law enforcement officers, and other persons, who are permitted to carry a concealed handgun in 
the Commonwealth without a concealed handgun permit as provided in Code of Virginia §18.2-
308(B) and (C).  
 
Note: 1.04 A and 1.04 D are no longer enforceable in the Commonwealth of Virginia. Formal 
repeals of these regulations can occur following the required public hearing process. 
 



§1.05 Domestic Animals 

A. Cages and Leashes. No person shall have in his or her custody within a park any animal, 
other than a horse, that is not either caged, or on a leash and under the person’s control; 
except that a dog may be under the direct supervision of its owner or their agent without 
a cage or a leash in an area designated as an off-leash dog exercise area. (See §1.05 
(B) Horses below for horses.)  

B. Horses. No person shall ride or lead a horse other than in an area designated by the Park 
Authority for horseback riding.  

C. Feeding Domestic Animals. No person shall feed any domestic animal other than an 
animal under his or her own care personal pet within a park unless such feeding is 
expressly authorized by the Park Authority by a posted sign or in writing.  

  

 



§1.07 Fishing 

Fishing is allowed in a park in accordance with Virginia State game laws unless 
otherwise posted. Persons fishing in a park shall comply with Virginia State game 
laws and all special conditions established by the Park Authority. 

 

 



§1.16 Public Gathering  

No person shall organize or engage in a public gathering of more than 75 persons in a park 
without the express written permission of the Park Authority. For the purposes of these 
regulations, "public gathering" shall be defined as demonstrations, picketing, speeches, vigils, 
parades, ceremonies, meetings, rallies, entertainment, games, shows, concerts, picnics, 
weddings and all other forms of public assembly. 

 

§1.16 – 1 Athletic Field Use  

Use of an athletic field that results in a gathering of 40 or more participants, including spectators, 
shall require the express written permission of the Park Authority.  
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